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Retired Maj. Gen. Edward G. 
Lansdale says he was not ordered by | 
Robert F. Kennedy to plan the assas- 
sination of Fidel Castro or to take | 

“direct action of any sort” against 
‘the Cuban premier. 


Lansdale issued a terse statement 
yesterday after The Washington Star 
published an interview with him in 
which he was quoted as saying Rob- | 
ert Kennedy, the brother of President | ae 
’ John F. Kennedy, told him to develop ; 
a wide range of GPHORS: 108 “getting | 
rid of’ Castro. : | 


Elaborating on his Stateriene in a | 
aie interview last night, Lans- | 

dale said, “In 1962 Y was doing some ! 
planning for the President’s consid- 
eration. about -méeting possible 
threats to the United States from’ 
Cuba. Perhaps some place in the | 
plans there was something to do 


about, the’ leader (Castro) who had | 
threatened the lives of millions of : 
Americuns.” ; i 

BUT LANSDALS said he “ruled | 
out assassination” in his planning be. 
cause “that is not my bag anyway.’ 
He added he was ‘not under or ders” 
from Robert Kennedy. 

The Star yesterday quoted Lang 
dale as saying that Robert Kennedy: 
had directed him to plan some sort of | 
action apainst Castro. We said then 
that the former attorney general had 
not used the word “assassination” al- | 
though the discussion clearly in- 
cluded murder as one option. 

“The project for disposing of Cas- 
tro envisioned the whole spectrum of | 
plans from overthrowing the Cuban| 
leader to assassinating him," Lans-; 
dale was quoted in the dispatch by: 
staffwriter Jeremiah O'Leary. © 

After Lansdale issued his state-| 
ment, O’Leary reiterated that his! 
original story was an accurate reflec- ! 
tion of what Lansdale hadtold him. . | 


QUESTIONED LAST NIGHT, 
Lansdale said his earlier words mist | 
have been misinterpreted. He said: 
his plans envisioned a wide range of: 
possibilities such as economic action, | 
psychological warfare and ‘you: 
name it.’ But he said conventional: 
railitary operations were not included 
ta the plan and ASSaS simitlon wits | 
ruled out. 

Lansdale issued his statement de-! 
scribing The Star report as ‘‘a distor- ; 
tion of my remarks’ following ai 
storm of protest from former aides to: 
Robert Kennedy, ‘ 

In separate telephone interviews, | 
Kennedy associates Frank Mankiew-, 
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‘icz and. Aas “‘Walinsky. neeieed: 

Lansdale of participating in a CIA- 
backed plot to blame the former 
attorney general and his brother, the : 
| President, for illegal activities 
i undertaken by the CIA. : 

“Gen. Lansdale’s allegation is just 
another part of the CIA’s massive at- . 
tempt to cover-up its crimes by blam-. 
ing them on two dead men," " Wa-: 
linsky said. 


MANKIEWICZ SAID Larsen. 
“has never been apy hing but a CIA; 


” hs 

eo -' Lansdale, an expert on 
leountarinaigeency Dro - 
grams who was. once a 
favorite of President 
Kennedy and his brother, 
has been widely reported to 
have been a.CIA agent who. 
used an Air Force commis- 
sion as a ‘“‘cover.”” Prior to 
his assignment to Washing- 
ton, Lansdale had served in 
the Philippines and South 
Vietnam ‘as an adviser to 
governments faced with 
guerrilla warfare. 

- Asked if he was in the 
CIA in 1962; Lansdale said, 
‘“J was not. I was a regular 
Air Force officer.”’ Asked if 
he was. denying he had ever 
been in the CIA, Lansdale 
replied, “I did not pay 
that.”’. 

The. original Star yapork 
also quoted a former high- 
ranking CIA official, who 
declined to be named, as 
‘saying that Robert Kennedy 
precipitated the 1962 CIA 
planning for the destruction 
of Castro and his regime. 

Lansdale is scheduled to 
testify next week before the 
Senate Select Intelligence 
Committee headed by Sen. 
Frank Church, D-Idaho. 
The .Church committee, 
which holds its sessions be- ~ 
hind closed doors, is trying 
to determine the chain of 
command that ordered CIA 

_ assassination plots against 
_Castro and probably other 
foreign leaders. 


~ CHURCH HAS SAID the 
committee “has received 
‘shard evidence’ of assassi- 
nation planning and of mur- 
der attempts by the CIA 
during.a period of abcut six 
years beginning late in the 
Eisenhower adminstration 
and continuing until early 
in the Johnson administra- 
tion. But Church has said 
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be able to discover if for- 


es mer Presidents Kennedy or 
spacifically- 


Eisenhower 
authorized assassinations. 
Church revealed earlier 


that former mobster John - 


Roselli provided details of a 
Mafia plot against Castro 
which began in 1940, during 
the Eisenhower administra- 
tion, and involved several 
atzempts~ on the Cuban 


. premier’s life during the 


next several years. 

The Church committee 
also has questioned former 
CIA official Willlam Har- 


-vey, who was identified as 
the CIA contact for the . 


Mafia plot which involved 
Roselli and Sam .Giancana, 
the gangland figure who 
was murdered last month. 


IN HIS INTERVIEW 


with O'Leary, Lansdale was - 


quoted as saying he in- 

structed Harvey to develop 
contingency plans for 

disposing of Castro. 

“JT was thinking in terms 
of Cuban exiles,” Lansdale 
was quoted as saying. 
“There were plenty of them 
talking about Castro and 
their hatred for him. Burt I 
never heard anything about 
any involvement of the 


-Mafia with the CIA until re- 


cently.’’ 

Lansdale was quoted as 
adding, ‘‘‘It would have 
been highly unusual if I had 
known the details (of Har- 
vey’s activities). I was 
relaying instructions to him 
from the highest authority 
in the land. I was often in 
conversation with President 
Kennedy and his brother.’ 

O'Leary said lase night he 
usked Lansdai ‘ein the. inter- 
view, “The chain of com- 

mand was from Bobby to 
you to Ha: vey?” He said 
Lansdale rephed ia the af- 
firmative. That exchanze 
was not included in the 
original story. 

Questioned Jast night, 
Lansdale would say only 


¢ sree } Pipe 
HARNEY, sa 10 
yy haa ome 


Harvey’” about the contin 
gency planning. 

“I don't know what Har 
vey was doing,’’ Lansdals 
said. 


BOTH MANKIEWIC?2 
and Walinsky stressed that 
the Harvey-Mafia plot hac 
been under way for about 
two years before Lansdale’s 
1962 action. : 

Walinsky also related 
that in 1967 Robert Kennedy 
had told htm that when he 
(Kennedy) heard of the 
Mafta contract or Castro he 
ordered it stapped. 

Walinsky said the f former 
attorney general said he 
learned of the plot ‘‘ra: 
rom the agency out from 
another mobster who claim: 
ved to have immunity (frorr 
prosecution for an EOFSISe 
ed crime).’’ 

Neither Mankiewicz nor 
Walinsky was associated 

“With Robert Kennedy in 

1952. Both said they based 
their belief that Kennedy 
had not suggested assassi- 
nation of Castro on what the 
former attorney genera} 
told them later. 

.In his statement, Lans- 
dale seemed to choose his 
“words with extreme care. 

“T can say that I never 
received orders from cither 
President Kennedy or Rob- 


- ert Kennedy to take direct 


action of any sort against 
Castro,’’ he said. The origi- 
nal interview had not sue- 
gested any-orders came 
from President Kennedy 
nor had it quoted Lansdale 
as referring to ‘‘direct ac- 
tion.”’ The planning Lans- 
dale was quoted «s describ- 
ing clearly was imdirect 
from bis standpoint. 


In the Interstate last 
nicht, Lansdale 2cknowl- 
edged he was fr iby a 


contact with Robert Kenna- 
dy. But concerning the con- 
tingency plans for Cuba, he 
said, ‘I wouldn't even say 
that I did talk to htm. I was- 
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